Chill uni Marine Among Pueblo Crew; 
Family Flying to West Coast Reunion 


f 

A Chillum Marine, Sgt. 
Robert J. Chicca, soon will 
see (his infant son for the 
first time. The child, Jaime, 
was born 36 days after 
Chicca and 82 other Ameri- 
cans were captured aboard 
the USS Pueblo * by the 
North Koreans. 

Ghicca’s parrents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward A. J. Chicca, 
701 Somerset pi., his wife, 
Ann, and 10-month old son 
are scheduled to fly to the 
West Coast today to greet 
the 24-year old Marine when 
he arrives in the U.S. 

The 82 crewmen who were 
released by North Korea 
last night, reportedly will be 
airlifted to San Diego Naval 
Hospital by way of Hono- 
lulu. 

Chicca and three other 
crew members were injured 


when the ship was captured 
by North Korean gunboats. 
One man, Fireman Duane D. 
Hodges, Creswell, Ore., died 
in captivity. 

Chicca’s family said they 
were told yesterday morning 
by a Marine spokesman that 
their son, the oldest of 
seven children, was to be re- 
* leased. “It's going to be a 
wonderful Christmas,’* said 
Tom, a brother. 

The family said the Mar- 
ines informed them some 
months ago that the ser- 
geant had been injured dn 
the leg. 

They said they never re- 
ceived any indication that 
he received any of the many 
letters they sent him during 
his captivity. 

Chicca, a graduate of 
Archbishop Carroll High 
School in Washington, spent 
one year at the University 
of Maryland before enlisting 
in the Marines five years 
ago. 

He re-enlisted once about 
two years ago, his family 
said, and had been aboard 
the Pueblo only a short time 
when it departed on what 
turned out to be its last in- 
telligence-gathering cruise 
along the North Korean 
coast. r V 

Associated Presk reported : 

Telephones rang in the 
dark hours of the morning 
yesterday in homes through- 
out the United States telling 
families of the Pueblo crew- 
men that they will be re* 
united with the men for 
Christmas. 



SGT. ROBERT J. CHICCA 
• . . Chillum man freed 


“This is a Christmas pres- 
ent we’ll never forget,” said 
Ben Ellis of' Culver City, 
Calif., father of Seaman Ste- 
phen Ellis. 

But from San Diego, 
Calif., a spokesman for Mrs. 
Lloyd M. Bucher, wife of 
the Pueblo skipper, said: 
“She is not going to make 
any comment, at least today. 

. She’s going to be cautious, 
until her husband is in her 
hands and on free soil.” 

Mrs. Bucher raised her 
voice often in the 11 months 
since the Navy intelligence 
ship was captured by North 
Korea, imploring that the 
nation not forget the prison- 
ers and urging action to free 
them. 

Charles H. Crandall Sr., of 
Independence, Mo., said he 


was “very proud” of his son 
Radioman 3d class Charles 
H. Crandall Jr., and added: 
“We’d rather see him fight- 
ing for his country than 
against it like many young 
men are doing.” 

The parents of Communi- 
cations Techineian Earl M. 
Kisler plan to hold an open 
house when their son re- 
turns to introduce him to 
the many people who have 
expressed concern for his 
safety. 

• Edward S. Russell of 
Glendale, Calif., called the 
news “unbelievable.” It fi- 
nally happened after all 
these rumors,” he said. Rus- 
sell said his son, Seaman Ed- 
ward S. Russell Jr., plans to 
enroll in the University of 
Southern California after he 
leaves the Navy. 

The news was “one of 
those things you don’t mind 
waking up for,” said Mrs. 
Roy Rigby, of Centerville, 
Utah, mother of crewman 
Dale Rigby, 20. 

Mrs. George Massie of 
Roscoe, 111., who hasn’t seen 
-her son, Fireman Appren- 
tice William “Tom” Massie, 
20, since September, 1967, 
said: “I’m going to hold up 
our Christmas until he gets 
home.” 

In Williamstown, Mass., 
Mrs. James Shepard, whose 
husband was a petty officer 
on the Pueblo, started call- 
ing all her neighbors, saying 
she just had to share the 
news, even at 4 a.m. “I hope 
they’re not mad,” she said 
later. 


